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The Sunshine Coast of British 
Columbia is composed of the 
towns of Gibsons and Sechelt and 

a scattering of resort communities along 
the shores of Georgia Strait, a 35-minute 
BC Ferries ride across Howe Sound from 
the Lower Mainland.

The Coast, popular as a retirement des-
tination, is known for its relaxed lifestyle 
– and that is reflected in the local economy, 
most notably in real estate. Simply put, the 
Sunshine Coast missed the real estate sales 
and development boom that roared across 
much of the Lower Mainland over the past 
few years.

The average price of a detached house 
in West Vancouver – just nine kilometres 
away – soared 32 per cent in the past five 
years, to $1.86 million, and typical house 

prices increased 12 per cent across Metro 
Vancouver. On the Coast, though, the aver-
age value of a detached house has fallen 14 
per cent in the last five years, to $338,000, 
despite a large selection of  spectacular 
waterfront houses.

The area also dodged the residential con-
struction rally that’s seen building-permit val-
ues and new-housing starts ramp up in much 
of southern B.C. In the District of Sechelt, 
the largest centre, building permits through 

frank o’brien

WeSTern InVeSTOr

the first seven months of this year plunged 
to $6.5 million, down from $42.2 million a 
year earlier.

“It’s been slow,” said Ray Parfitt, the dis-
trict’s director of development services.

But there are signs the Sunshine Coast real 
estate boom has been merely delayed.

“I’m smoking busy,” said Sechelt real-
tor Patrick Hobbs of Prudential Sussex 
Realty, who is working with Vancouver-
based Greystone Properties on the master-
planned Silverstone Heights subdivision in 
Sechelt where pre-sales of 30 detached view 
houses will kick off the 600-700 home proj-
ect this month (September).

Also, the second phase of the 104-unit 

Blissful Coast missed the boom
Watermark condo development by Pacific 
Spirit Properties on the downtown Sechelt 
waterfront is going fast-forward. Half of the 
first phase sold out and buyers have taken 29 
units in the second 52-unit phase, which is 
now under construction. Meanwhile, a sepa-
rate 22-unit Sechelt condo project is also pro-
ceeding, Parfitt noted.

Gibsons
Gibsons will soon host regular floatplane 
flights to Vancouver, as Tofino Air was to 
start running daily trips this month. 
 After years of debate, Gibsons is also 
closer to having a new hotel built on the 
downtown waterfront. The plan from Klaus 
Fuerniss Enterprises Inc. is for a 96-room 
hotel and conference centre with 29 condo-
miniums, a pub and a 64-berth marina.

“It has taken eight-and-a-half-years to get 
this far,” said developer Klaus Fuerniss, 
who expects approval this fall.u

SPOTLIGHT Sunshine Coast now appears poised for slow, steady turnaround as prices see bottom

Sea to Sky/Sunshine Coast Region

Sidebar:
Sunshine Coast  
Population 28,000
average house price $338,000
Distance from Metro Vancouver 9 km

after executive oceanview houses 
dropped to less than $700,000, some 
realtors are now “smoking busy.”
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Population 28,000
average house price $338,000
Distance from Metro Vancouver 9 km

Sunshine Coast, BC

Bill HunscHe  604-740-1411   
billhunsche@dccnet.com

Teresa sladey 604-740-7535 
teresasladey@dccnet.com

Pender Harbour Bus:  604-883-9525 or 1-800-416-6646

stunning West coast Oceanfront estate  
4.1 Acres / 1100+ ft. Rugged Rocky Shoreline, Private 

Pebble Beach Cove & Strategic Sun-Drenched Setting for 
the 2600+ sq.ft Contemporary Residence ~ $1,599,000

www.penderharbourproperty.com or  www.penderharbourliving.com

commercial retail space - yurt Village
High Visibility Highway Exposure w/Versatile Zoning 
Includes: Deluxe Owner’s Residence Plus Revenue 
Home, all on 3.96 Acres Waterfront ~ $989,000

Neil frost 1.604.483.6345
P o w e l l  r i v e r ,  B C

Downtown • $230,000
Ocean view • 4,400 sqft • Large store front  

Office Space • Workshop • Deck 
24 HR INFO CALL 1.800.848.1615 ext 1838

Established business  • $39,000
Specializing in safe & eco-friendly products
Equipment & inventory  •  Existing contracts
24 HR INFO CALL 1.800.848.1615 ext 1288

Ocean view Mixed Zoning • $310,000 
Studio, cottage, suite & commercial space fully leased
 Access from 2 busy streets • Positive cash flow  

24 HR INFO CALL 1.800.848.1615 ext 1218

commercial building

   Pr Pest control  

 doWntoWn buildings

$275,000 NOW $225,000
Tree Frog Bistro • Downtown • Ocean view.  
Licensed dining, banquet room & 2 patios.

24 HR INFO CALL 1.800.848.1615 ext 1488

Ocean view • $1,100,000
Recently renovated • Nicely finished  

Reliable income • 2-bdrm Manager’s suite.
24 HR INFO CALL 1.800.848.1615 ext 1318

$1,150,000 NOW $975,000
72 units plus 5 residences • 2.94 acres  
Plans to add 173 units • Paved & fenced

24 HR INFO CALL 1.800.848.1615 ext 1308

self storage

80 seat restaurant

30 room motel

TOP OF THE SUNSHINE COAST

Darren McCartney 
604-892-4875 
darren.mc@shaw.ca 

RE/MAX Sea to Sky
Real Estate
Squamish

4.2 Acre, 71 Unit Multi-Family     $5.0 mil

98 Unit Multi-Family Dev Site    
COURT ORDERED SALE $1.45 mil 

14,280 SF Dev Site Dwtn 
Bank Corner at key intersection  $675k

2.1 Acre Residential Site 
6-8 Single Family or Duplex Lots $625k

11 Acre Campground & Motel     $999k

1 Acre Light Industrial lot   $599k

0.84 Acre Multi Family Site  
In built neighborhood   $699k

30 Unit Multi-Family Dwtn 
28,000 SF buildable                      $1.08 mil

79 acre Residential Develop. Site $8.5 mil

New Retail/Industrial Strata  
For Sale and Lease off Highway 99!

New Strata Office For Sale Downtown! 

SQUAMISH INVESTMENTS

Darren McCartney 
604-892-4875 
darren.mc@shaw.ca 

RE/MAX Sea to Sky
Real Estate
Squamish

COURT ORDERED SALES 
SqUAmiSh, BC

•  Light Industrial Zoning
•  2 strata lots totaling 6,914 sf
•  Concrete block construction
•  2 bay doors, lots of power
•  High traffic location

$775,000

• 98 Unit Multi-Family Site
• 128,710 buildable square feet
• 82 condos; 16 townhomes
• Oceanfront view site
• Foundation and site servicing

$1.45 Million
SUNSHINE COAST OPPORTUNITIES

Terry & Pam BrackeTT
   1-800-895-4313
terry@thebrackettgroup.com
remax Oceanview realty SecHeLT

Waterfront home + 4 separate title waterfront lots                  
Estate size property with ocean views. South fac-
ing waterfront property with custom home of over 
4,500, sq ft., pebble beach, cottage at water’s 
edge, Pkg includes: 4 adjacent separate title water-
front lots - sizes from .70 to approx. 1.91 acres. 
 $2,395,000 ML#V992264  

Commercial Building in Sechelt                         
Commercial building in prime downtown main 
street location. Recent extensive upgrades. Triple 
net lease in place. Excellent anchor tenant with 
lots of walk by and vehicle traffic. Has rear lane 
access.  $779,000  ML#V4034344 

Pemberton/Whistler - Ready to build .91 Acre C-3 
Zoning. Commercial/Multi-Family Site.  
 Asking $539,000

Pemberton - 1.221 acre Commercial/Residential 
site fully serviced. Motivated Seller.  
 Asking $550,000  

Langley/Brookswood - .39 Acre House with shop 
Proposed 6 UPA in OCP.  $599,900

Michelle Perreault  (PREC)   
604-728-2817                                                                                
mperreault@sutton.com
www.realresultsrealty.ca                                                        

Must Sell

West Coast  
Realty 


